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Coming together at the Miami-Dade 
Regional Juvenile Detention Center to 
discuss the school to prison pipeline,      
Eradicating the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Foundation (E-SToPP) in partnership 
with Positive Peer Leadership Mentoring 
(PPLM) Program met with a group of 
young men and a group of young women 
to explore the topic through different 
activities.  Each group was given an 
illustration representing the school to 
prison pipeline by showing the cycle 
beginning at perceived classroom 
disruption, then referral and suspension, 
followed by expulsion, school failure, 
dropping out, juvenile incarceration and, 
finally, adult incarceration.  The 
participants worked together in clusters 
of five to explore the cycle and develop 
advice to keep a loved one out of the 
school-to-prison pipeline.  The young 
men and women were asked to 
document their thinking and discussion. 
Their responses are in this newsletter. 

you do or create in a factory.” 
 
“School-to-prison pipeline means that more 
kids are getting more police reports than report 
cards in school, and are ending [up dropping] 
out of school.” 
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Brainstorm What You Know 
 
“Inspiration: mom and sister” 
 
“The school-to-prison pipeline [is] steps that 
will lead you to prison or jail.” 
 
“I know [how] to box (fight.)” 
 
“Healing helps us make better choices [with] a 
different mentality.” 
 
“This program is to help teens in trouble and to 
help prevent them from doing bad things.” 
 
“Curing people.” 
 
“What I know about school-to-prison pipeline is 
that everybody doesn’t drop out and go to jail.” 
 
“Steps for getting in trouble in school to going 
to jail.” 
 
 “If you were to be suspended, you’ll end up 
adjusting to not going to school, and it’ll lead 
students to being exposed to drugs and into 
crime.” 
 
“It mean to educate and persuade people to 
take the straight path.” 
 
“Some people smoke line with pipes.” 
 
“To inform children of prisons and let them 
know no matter what, there are consequences.  
Now it depends on whether it was good or bad 
but focusing more on the bad.” 
 
“Something you smoke or a pipeline, something 

 



 Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile Detention Center Volume 2, Issue 4 
 

2 

Question What You Read 
 
“I see now what it leads you to and why does it 
stay on your record?” 
 
“Why do they have to ‘out’ it on your record?” 
 
“Teachers] redirect first.  Why do they have to put 
it on my record?  Why expulsion?” 
 
“Why [expel] somebody?” 
 
“Why [do] teachers always write referrals on me?” 
 
“Why do people think dropping out of school 
leads to juvenile incarceration?” 
 
“Why should you smile when you are hurt on the 
inside?” 
 
“Why do schools expel kids for coming late to 
school?” 
 
“Latino culture.” 
 

Your Thinking 
 
“The school-to-prison pipeline shows the 
consequences of being bad in school when you’re 
young and the consequences when you’re older.” 
 
“Not all people dropping leads to juvenile 
incarceration.” 
 
“Causes getting in trouble over and over.” 
 
Rap: “People think they see/hear when they don’t.  
I’m still here trying to learn after they get the 
check.  Did your job huh?  While you sleep in your 
bed, I’m trying to convince a crackhead that I got 
the best dope on the block.  When they buy, I eat, 
so tell me what math do[es] for me.” 
 
 
 
 

“First, I got a referral because I was so mad, 
because the teacher wouldn’t let me go to 
the restroom.  So I took it in my hands [and] 
threw the desk.” 
 
“Come back from a narrow path to a 
straight path.” 
 
 “My first referral was because I kept talking 
while the teacher was talking.” 
 

Reflect on Your Life Story 
 
“Arm[ed] robbery, grand theft, wrong place, 
wrong time.” 
 
“I dropped out because I had to get money 
for my mother.” 
 
“I been through a lot of problems in my life, 
good things, healing came in.” 
 
“Ever since healing came into my life, it has 
been a positive thing for me, I [have] been 
praying, going to church, trying to change 
my life around.” 
 
“I always had to get stuff on my own, so I 
started committing crimes.” 
 
“Raised in Florida City.” 
 
“When my lil’ brother didn’t have 
something that he wanted, I would go rob to 
get money to get him the things if my mom 
couldn’t get it for him.” 
 
“I am in here for false allegations and … for 
some fake friend.” 
 
 
 
 
 

An Empowering Culture of Thinking 
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“I will tell the teacher sorry and tell her I will 
not talk while she [is] teaching, and I will 
change my attitude.” 
 
“Passing grades-suspension-hanging with 
wrong crowd-kicked out of school-WNBA star 
(track star).” 
 
“I was with the wrong crowd at the wrong 
time.” 
 

Rethink Your Life Story 
 
“Better life/inspiration, think differ[ently], 
football player.  Basketball player, focus on 
right.” 
 
“When I get out [I am going to] get a job so I 
don’t have to do the things I used to do.” 
 
“Get a job instead of robbing.  Buy a car instead 
of stealing one.  Stay out of trouble.” 
 
“When I get out, I am going to take care of my 
daughter.” 
 
“Stop hanging with the wrong crowd, change 
my life.” 
 
“I could have stop talking while the teacher was 
talking.” 
 
“No one can ever rob me, and I know how 
much the streets owe me, but now I’m 
beginning to get greedy. 
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The cops looking at me, plus my teacher’s 
calling me, saying I got so much potential, am 
the smartest in the class.  He’s surprised about 
what I had.” 
 
 “In my life story, I know that I’ve messed up in 
life.  But on my road to recovery, I’m going to 
be more successful and an athlete.” 
 

Share Positive Peer Advice 
 
“Inspiration can change the world.  Inspiration 
gives a reason to keep going.” 
 
“I’ll do the right thing so I don’t come back.”   
“Stay out of trouble.”  “Say no to drugs.”  “You 
should always be honest with your peers.” 
 
“I will not let the school-to-prison pipeline 
system affect me, because I will get out and take 
care of my daughter.” 
 
“Being at the wrong place at the wrong time 
can put you in the wrong place.” 
 
“I would tell that person stop before they get a 
referral.” 
 
“If it was me, I would [give] my class get a 
break when they step in [to school] and 30 
minutes before time to go.” 
 
“We’re all in jail, I’m hoping that I can persuade 
you to never come back.” 
 

Critical Community of Practice 
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