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THE POWER OF GIVING 
 

Brainstorm the power of giving in your life: 

What is the most powerful gift you have ever 
received? Why? 

“The life of my son.” 

“My daughter, because she makes me want to become a 
better man. And the gift to rap because everyone wants to 
rap but everyone isn’t as good as they think.” 

“The powerful gift was a dirt bike, because it was fast.” 

“The most powerful gift I ever received is my mom, 
because she is the woman that helps me with everything 
including school which is my other powerful gift.” 

“My dad, because he was in a coma for 3 months and 
almost died.” 

“The most powerful gift I ever received was God.” 

“Life, having your mom in your life.” 

“Life, because if it was not for my mother I wouldn’t be 
here.” 

“Family.” 

“My knowledge, because I learned a lot.” 

“The most powerful gift to me was PS3, [because] I was 
behaving good, going to school, and getting good grades. 
That’s why I got my PS3.” 

 

JDC NEWSLETTER 
During this month, the Positive 
Peer Leadership Mentoring 
Program partnered with male 
teenage residents at the 
Regional Miami-Dade Juvenile 
Detention Center and 
participated in a workshop 
exhibition exploring the power 
of giving. The young men 
discussed the most powerful 
gift they have received, given, 
and why. Published in this issue 
of the JDC Newsletter are the 
responses from the young men.  
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What is the most powerful gift you have ever 
given? Why? 

“The most powerful gift I ever gave was friendship, 
because my dawgs vibe with me, because I show 
them love and loyalty which comes with friendship.” 

“The most powerful gift I have ever given was life, 
because God blessed me with a daughter.” 

“Was an education.” 

“Respect, because I can get respect back.” 

“A basket to a poor family.” 

“Knowledge, because they started using it.” 

“The most powerful gift I have ever given was to get 
good grades in school to show my mom I can be 
something in life.” 

“Money, word of God.” 

“The most powerful gift I received is birth, because 
without it I would have not been here.” 

Special Thanks to Wayne Rawlins, Positive Peer Leadership Mentoring Program, Miami-Dade 
Anti-Gang Strategy Initiative; Dr. Debra Pane, Eradicating the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Foundation, Inc. (E-SToPP); Miguel Peña, Florida International University student; Alyssa Soto-
Garcia, FIU Intern; Dr. Gladys Negron, Regional Director, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice; 
Daryl Wolf, Superintendent, Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile Detention Center; Miami-Dade 
Regional Juvenile Detention Center Staff; Morris Copeland, Director, Miami-Dade Juvenile 
Services Department; Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department Prevention Initiative Staff. 

 

“Most powerful gift I have ever given is my respect, 
because you have to have respect to talk to people.” 

“Money.” 

Share your positive peer advice 
about powerful giving. 
“Do not be like me, and stay to yourself, go to 
school, respect your mother and father.” 

“To have my friend not be [locked up in] here, 
because then he can have a better life and always 
have a good life.”  

“Live life good and not bad, when you do bad you 
get bad, but do good and you get good. What I’m 
trying to say is be someone in life, use love, loyalty, 
and respect.” 

“Stop doing bad things or it will come back to haunt 
you and bite you in your [back.]” 

“Positive giving is important for us, we need love & 
affection.” 

“Tell people stay out the streets [because] they can 
get hurt in the streets.” 
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