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During this month, the Positive 
Peer Leadership Mentoring 
Program partnered with female 
and male teenage residents at 
the Regional Miami-Dade 
Juvenile Detention Center. Youth 
participated in a workshop 
exhibition exploring the power 
of giving. The participants 
discussed the most powerful 
gifts they have received, given 
and why. Published in this issue 
of the JDC Newsletter are the 
responses from the young 
women and men.  
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Creating an Empowering 
Culture of Thinking 

 
Brainstorm the power of giving in your life: 

What is the most powerful gift you have 
ever received? Why? 

“My mom, my everything.” 

‘My phone because I never had one and always 
wanted one, facebook, and my crush forever.” 

“My boyfriend—he’s all I got.” 

“I received a gift to my sister so she can have a good 
and powerful life, and she can be happy with me.” 

“The most powerful gift I have ever received is 
having a chance at life, because God wanted us to 
live among each other and love one another.”  

“The most powerful gift I have received was the 
love that my mom has given me, because if it wasn’t 
for my mom, I wouldn’t be here.” 

“Life.” 

“Having a great family.” 

“Respect, loyalty, and life.’ 

“My soul and my body.” 
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“Stay out of trouble and don’t come                       
to jail, it’s a very bad place. Make                         
your own decisions and think about                
what you’re going to do before you do it.” 

“Keep your head up, go to school, stay out of 
jail.” 

“Don’t get into trouble, choose your friends 
wisely.” 

“My positive peer advice about giving is to 
give from your heart and don’t do it just 
because other people are doing it. Do it out of 
the kindness of your heart-from county line.” 

“My advice is to be kind to one another and 
just live a  successful life. I would want         
everyone to be a part of helping our 
community by calling 911.” 

Special Thanks to Wayne Rawlins, Positive Peer Leadership Mentoring Program, Miami-Dade 
Anti-Gang Strategy Initiative; Dr. Debra Pane, Eradicating the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Foundation, Inc. (E-SToPP); Miguel Peña, Florida International University student; Alyssa Soto-
Garcia, FIU Intern; Dr. Gladys Negron, Regional Director, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice; 
Daryl Wolf, Superintendent, Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile Detention Center; Miami-Dade 
Regional Juvenile Detention Center Staff; Morris Copeland, Director, Miami-Dade Juvenile 
Services Department; Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department Prevention Initiative Staff. 

 

A CRITICAL COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 
What is the most powerful gift you have 

ever given? Why? 

“Money.” 

“The most powerful gift I ever given was to give 
$300 to my aunt, because she’s the woman that 
helps me out in the school. She’s like my second 
mom.” 

“Love is the only gift I can give that’s powerful.” 

“Money, a homeless man a burger. Advice, 
because God said to share.” 

“Love to my family.” 

“Advice, because it help me make an impact on a 
person’s life.” 

“The most powerful gift I have ever given 
someone is respect because you would want to 
treat someone how you would want to be 
treated.” 

“25 cents to a homeless person.” 

“Life on this Earth.” 

Share your positive peer              
advice about powerful                 
giving. 
“I did a crime I didn’t do and police                
harrassed me. Judge didn’t like me,                        
so he gave me a 10-month program.” 

 

 


