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My Story: 

“A Black young man on the road to make money 
and go to school and get out the street.” 

“The media [don’t] know who I really am…” 

“I am not what people call me. I am very intelligent 
and educated, also an athletic track and football 
player. I care for others and show no hate. I will 
graduate and continue school. I have to be a better 
person, and provide for my daughter. I am a young 
father.”  

“A young Black male getting blamed for things that 
he didn’t do ‘cause they thought he was a bad boy, 
but he showed them the real him.” 

BRAINSTORM YOUR STORY: 

What do people think they know about you? 

“I am lame.” 

“I’m just another Black male out of the hood.” 

“I’m poor in I want be nothing in life.” 

“People think that I’m a criminal or a menace to 
society that influences other kids to do bad.” 

“I am a bad boy.” 

During this month, the Positive 
Peer Mentoring Program 
partnered with male teenage 
residents at the Regional Miami-
Dade Juvenile Detention Center 
to discuss the power of 
influence. In each meeting, the 
participants brainstormed their 
stories in roundtable 
discussions. They shared 
diverse perspectives on identity 
and stereotypical labeling. They 
shared what others think they 
know about them versus what 
others should know about them, 
and the influence this has on 
them and their communities. As 
a final advocacy project the 
young men began exploring 
book ideas that would tell their 
stories.  
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“I have no intelligence.” 

“Not going to make it in life.” 

“People thinking I’m a criminal. 

What should people know about you? 

“I am a good person. I am smart, intelligent.” 

“I’m actually a good kid. I’m an athlete that’s 
actually smart for my age.” 

 “I’m a nice, smart, money maker, and I like 
sports.” 

“That I’m smart, fun to hang round, and love 
football.” 

“That I’m athletic and curious.” 

Special Thanks to Wayne Rawlins, Positive Peer Leadership Mentoring Program, Miami-Dade 
Anti-Gang Strategy Initiative; Dr. Debra Pane, Eradicating the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Foundation, Inc. (E-SToPP); Miguel Peña, Florida International University student; Alyssa Soto-
Garcia, FIU Intern; Dr. Gladys Negron, Regional Director, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice; 
Daryl Wolf, Superintendent, Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile Detention Center; Miami-Dade 
Regional Juvenile Detention Center Staff; Morris Copeland, Director, Miami-Dade Juvenile 
Services Department; Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department Prevention Initiative Staff. 

 

“I’m a young black male trying to succeed.” 

“Very intelligent, also athletic, I am a loving 
and caring person.” 

Book Title: 

“Hard times” 

“Don’t judge a book by its cover” 

“I am what I choose to be” 

“Life as a money maker” 

“My goals in life” 

‘’The real me” 

Dedication: 

“Mom and my past” 

“The young Black males going through hard 
times.” 

“Anthony” 

Positive Peer Advice: 

“To stay out of jail and go back to school.” 
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