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My Story: 

“…For some reason since I’ve been 13, I’ve been in 
and out of jail till now. I’m 16 and I’m in jail now. To 
the judicial system I’m a bad person, a criminal. But 
what they don’t know is the real me. I am actually a 
B+ average student in school. I help people. I’m a 
good kid. But it’s when I get on drugs, I go to acting 
a fool. When I was 14, I got shot in my ear by a 
25.mm and thank God I’m still alive.” 

BRAINSTORM YOUR STORY: 

What do people think they know about you? 

“They think they know I’m stupid.” 

“They think I’m respectful, but a bad boy too.” 

“Nothing. They see a laughable person, but don’t 
know what I’ve been through.” 

“I’m mean, ghetto, bad people.” 

“That I’m young, and I’m funny.” 

“That I am a problem child.” 

“Heartless” 

“Troublemaker” 

Creating an 
Empowering Culture 

of Thinking 
 

JDC NEWSLETTER 
The power of influence               

 
During this month the Positive 
Peer Leadership Mentoring 
Program partnered with male 
teenage residents at the 
Regional Miami-Dade Juvenile 
Detention Center to discuss the 
power of influence. In each 
meeting, the participants 
explored the many ways 
influence is present in their 
lives. Each meeting was 
conducted as a roundtable 
discussion and displayed a 
diverse perspective of influence. 
The discussion began with the 
topic of identity. The young 
men addressed the many 
different ways they have been 
labeled, or stereotyped, and the 
influence it has had on them 
and their communities. As a 
final advocacy project, the 
young men began exploring 
book ideas that would tell their 
stories.  
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What should people know about you? 

“I am very smart.” 

“That I’m not bad. I’m respectful and laid 
back.” 

“That I’m not a bad guy. I’m nice, funny, tall, 
and cool.” 

 “I’m nice, caring, helpful.” 

“I’m smart, funny, and athletic.” 

“That actually I am a good kid.” 

“Kind hearted.” 

How can you rewrite your story? 

“By changing my life around.” 

“My story has not yet begun.” 

“I laugh through my pain.” 

“My story hasn’t begun yet, but once I get free 
it will begin.” 

“By putting facts about what I know about 
me.” 

“By putting the truth and not lying.” 

“A teenager that the family puts pressure on to 
do good but gets into conflict repeatedly.” 

 

 

Special Thanks to Wayne Rawlins, Positive Peer Leadership Mentoring Program, Miami-Dade 
Anti-Gang Strategy Initiative; Dr. Debra Pane, Eradicating the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Foundation, Inc. (E-SToPP); Miguel Peña, Florida International University student; Alyssa Soto-
Garcia, FIU Intern; Dr. Gladys Negron, Regional Director, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice; 
Daryl Wolf, Superintendent, Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile Detention Center; Miami-Dade 
Regional Juvenile Detention Center Staff; Morris Copeland, Director, Miami-Dade Juvenile 
Services Department; Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department Prevention Initiative Staff. 

 

Book Title: 

“A new life” 

“My life” 

“The good average Black man in the 
community” 

“Born to be a winner” 

“Street smart book smart” 

“Do the right thing” 

Dedication: 

“My family” 

‘I dedicate this to all of my family members” 

“To Jalean” 

“My nephew” 

“To family”  

Positive Peer Advice: 

“Everybody has their opinion about somebody 
but they are not always true. You have to get to 
know them first.” 

“Stay out of trouble and go to school and be 
somebody in life.” 
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