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Father left me by myself. 

And I thought I did wrong. 

The problem was he made a man’s decision & 

 

He wasn’t really grown. 

Either be broke or get in the street life. 

Reppin’ for my set because I gotta eat right. 
 
He really do[es]n’t know me that’s why he  

    still sleep[s] tight but, 

 
O, I say [forget] him and that’s how I feel.  

 

Or is [it] that I love him and I’m tryin’ to live  

    how he live[d]? 

 

Dat really don’t mean nothing because you  

    know I’m still real. 

 

 

 

 

JDC NEWSLETTER  

Faithful to your kid. 

Always be alert. 

 

Trustful to people. 

Happy with your surroundings. 

Excited because my child will never be   

    frowning.  

Reliable to others. 

Happy and live life. 

Open-minded. 

Organized with your baby. 

Directive to live by showing example for  

    your baby. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this month’s Positive Peer Mentoring session, fifteen young men explored the 

topic of “fatherhood.”  They read and discussed Tupac Shakur’s autobiographical poem, 

“The Rose That Grew From Concrete,” which was written to provide an ultimate message 

of hope, within the context of fatherhood.  Although many of the young men stated that 

father figures were absent in their lives, their writings (shown below) indicate that fathers 

are important for making decisions, developing relationships, reflecting on past choices, 

and setting goals for the future.     
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Father wasn’t there when I was a “jitt.” 

And [he] didn’t care so I hit the  

    streets started living with momma. 

Trusting the wrong [people] started pulling  

    them triggas robbing getting money and  

    just chillin’. 

Happy having fun that wasn’t me addicted  

    to holding guns and smoking weed. 

Especially living in the hood smoking on  

    good locked up watching news seen my  

    daw woods. 

Running from the cops till the day I got  

    caught bag a [man] with the glock den  

    drop em off. 

Hold on father you know you wasn’t in my  

    life so don’t even try to make my ole’ girl  

    yo’ wife. 

Organized [jitt] yes that’s me posted on  

    da block selling that weed young [jitt] 

    13 and [at]  that white elementary  

    school all I did was fight. 

Okachobee level 10 think I’m on my way  

    the judge play so I’m sittin’ in.  

DJJ… 

 

 

 

Father, HUH, What is a father figure?          
A Father figure for me should be… 
Trusting cause trust is everything.   
Honest to me no matter what bad or good.  
Easy-going.                                   
Reliable w[h]en I’m in trouble.             
Happy w[h]en I’m successful.                        
On time.                                               
On my side w[h]en he knows I’m wrong. 

Determined to be a great father. 

 

 
 

 

 

For the child I will father I will 

Always be around to make all your 

Trouble go away. It’s things that daddy did that I  

Honest don’t want you doing. I want you to grow  

    up to be a[n]  

Expressive child. I was always taught that  

Real men take care of their child. Grow up in the 

Hood times was real hard. I always was [an] 

 
Open-minded person. I ain’t care what came  

    out [of] my mouth, always have [an]  

Organization with your family because it would  

    bring y’all close. 
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Father that really wasn’t here with me. 

And I really would love to connect with  

    him. 

Truly, I will always love my father. 

Happ[iness] is the key to love. 

Everyday I think about why he [is] not here  

    for me.   

Real man would take good care of his kids. 

Home is really not a home without a father  

    [th]ere. 

Organization will keep a family together. 

Open-minded[ness] will keep a lot of trust  

    with your family. 

Dad is another word for father. 

 

Fathers are needed in times like this when  

    t[heir] son need[s] them. 

And fathers are strong, truthful, fearless. 

 
To the kids who don’t know no better. 

 
How can fathers sleep without  

    knowing [their] kid’s okay? 

 
Easy-going dad is a good father for a  

    kid. 

 
Reliable, strong, smart, cool, and skillful. 

Honest [dads] are the best people in your  

    life. 

Open-minded [dads] are the coolest    

    people. 

Open up your mind to a new world. 

Doing the right thing. 

 
 

 Facing 7 y[ea]rs in the pin.                                                                                               

All I thought is w[h]at my father thinks.                                                         

Then I thought back ‘bout my mama w[h]at she’s going  

    to do without her only son.                                                                    

Here I think 7 y[ea]rs is a long time lock[ed] in.                                                              

Easy money ya’ its good to have that.                                                               

Riding around in the county jail wagon thinking.                                             

How the heck [am I gonna] get off this time?                                                                       

Only God knows.                                                                                                   

Only God shows. 

Darn ri[gh]t, only got a juvenile program. 
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Fathers are wise, intelligent, loving,  

    hard working. Fathers are  

Accountable for their child to go to  

    school and be disciplined. 

These things are what a man mean[s]  

    to me. Loyal, truthful, 

Honorable, independent, reliable,  

    supportive, courageous, and very 

Easy going, and enthusiastic. Fathers  

    are very important  

Role models.  

 

 

 

 

 

Fearless is the father of an unborn child.                   
Alert and ambitious in this cold blooded world. 
Trusting none, but sincere to all.                               
Here and there he might fall. But determined he still  

    stands tall.                                                        
Enthusiastic and faithful in his seed that shall succeed. 
Responsible and self-confident of tragedies he has  

    made. 

Honorable that he has made them right. By day and  

    night.                                                                       
Over protective of his own. He shall defend till the  

    end.  

Or his soul to take if he fails to prevail.  

Determined and disciplined with spiritual faith. 

Trust ha[s] to be in your family.                                     

Unbelievable things can happen with you and your  

    father.                                                                          

Peace is a good thing that will make you happy.         

Appropriate things you say to your father will make  

   him happy.                                                         

Conscious about your kid’s whereabouts and health. 

To the heavens I pray. 

Until I die and reach the heavens where my  

    Papas stays. 

Papas knows I ain’t a bad man at 18  

    lock[ed] up and lock[ed] down. 

All it was, caught up wit[h] the wrong men.  

Chains and cell bars all my life, pray to God  

    this [is] my last time. 
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Special Thanks to Wayne Rawlins, Positive Peer Leadership Mentoring Program, Miami-Dade Anti-Gang Strategy 

Initiative; Dr. Debra Pane, Eradicating the School-to-Prison Pipeline Foundation, Inc. (E-SToPP); Miguel Peña, Florida 

International University student; Alyssa Soto-Garcia, FIU Intern; Dr. Heather Pane, Duke University; Dr. Gladys 

Negron, Regional Director, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice; Daryl Wolf, Superintendent, Miami-Dade Regional 

Juvenile Detention Center; Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile Detention Center Staff; Morris Copeland, Director, Miami-

Dade Juvenile Services Department; and Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department Prevention Initiative Staff. 

 

Note: The following paragraph is a message written by one of the young men during the session. The writing 
was not an activity or request as part of the fatherhood lesson plan, but the young man chose to write and 
shared this statement. 

“Black nation situation, need to pause and just rethink it to embrace imagination. In this life some 

just can’t take it. It’s just a figure of imagination, forever stone, we had to bury we would be the 

perfect victims. It’s a party in the funeral homes and young people dying to get in. Drugs, money, 

and guns is not the key. H.E.A.R.T. take the T off and it spells hear. Take the H off and it spells ear, 

so what I am trying to say is God want[s] you to listen with your heart and ear so when some[one 

is] telling you something, God hears what they have to say.” 

Trust is the most powerful thing to have with your  

    family. I wanna be a[n]  

Unforgettable dad that you won’t forget about.  

    Always be 

Peaceful to other[s] unless they trying to harm you,  

    being 

Appropriate to your father, things could happen. I will  

    always show 

Compassion to y’all, no matter what the situation is. 

 


