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Father always told me to be wise. 

And to not look at the world only through my eyes. 

 

This time around I’m just wondering why. 

He never came and said goodbye. 

Even though I know he meant well.  

Really, I just want him to tell. 

How and why it all came to this. 

Only problem is the decision is his. 

Oh, how I wish I could take it all back. 

Da[r]n, why don’t I think and [not] just act? 
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During this month’s Positive Peer Mentoring session, four members of the Miami-based 

hip-hop band, Dangerflow, were special guests at Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile 

Detention Center.  They provided an interactive musical workshop that engaged a 

group of 20 young men in thinking about and discussing the positive qualities and traits 

of a father and the power of using artistic expression as a positive alternative to some of 

the negative influences associated with ‘street’ life.  Afterward, each young man 

reflected in writing on the discussion by spelling out “fatherhood” vertically and using 

each letter to identify positive traits they would like to express as a father.  The same 

was done for “hip-hop.”  Below is the work of the young men.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Fearless” 

”Art” 

”Truthful” 

”Hard work” 

”Excited” 

”Responsible” 

”Happy” 

”Optimism” 

”Open-minded” 

”Dedicated” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

”Fearless 

”Authentic 

”Teach 

”Humble 

”Energetic 

”Real 

”Hunger 

”Overrated  

”One 

”Dynamite” 
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“Faithful boyfriend” 

“Ambitious about life” 

“Trusting” 

“Hope” 

“Empowers” 

“Respect” 

“Honest” 

“Organized” 

“Open minded” 

“Determined” 

 

 

Fearless father will stand up for their own child. 

Accountable father can be counted on. 

Trustworthy father can always be trusted. 

Hard working father will be able to provide. 

Easy going father will allow the son to understand    

    why he works. 

 

Responsible father will always take care of business    

    first. 

Humorous father will always keep a smile on their  

    child. 

Open-minded father will tell their child exactly    

    what’s on his mind 

 

Optimism father will always give their child a  

    positive vibe. 

 

Disciplined father will know how to discipline his  

    child. 

 

 

 

Faithful to the world. 

Authentic to my people. 

Truthful to the ones that love me. 

Hardworking to be successful.  

Easygoing. 

Resourceful. 

Honorable. 

Optimism. 

Outgoing. 

Dynamic. 

 

 

Forgive of my past. 

Another chance. 

Try for better. 

Honest that I committed wrong. 

Empathy toward people. 

Respect myself and one another. 

Honor God to open my eyes. 

Open up doors and eyes to see the world. 

Open-minded. 

Don’t repeat the bad. 
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Fearless fathers should always be brave. 

Assertive fathers should show how to go  

    after what their child wants. 

Truthful fathers don’t lie and have their  

    child’s trust. 

Honorable fathers always stay true   

    to their word. 

 

Empowers. 

Responsible. 

Honest. 

Open-minded. 

Optimistic. 

Disciplined. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Father” 

“Active” 

“Tracy” 

“Humorous” 

“Earth” 

“Responsible” 

“Happy” 

“Open-minded” 

“Optimistic” 

“Dedicated” 

“Fearless” 

“Alert” 

“Trustworthy” 

“Honest” 

“Easygoing” 

“Reliable” 

“Hardworking” 

“Organized” 

“Optimism” 

“Dedicated” 

“Faith” 

“Action” 

“Truth” 

“Homie” 

“Eater” 

“Realness” 

“Hope” 

“Obstacle” 

“Overloving” 

“Dancing” 

Faith - I have a lot of faith that I’m going to get out next Thursday. 

Accountable - I held myself accountable for getting locked up. 

Truthful - It good to be truthful to your girlfriend. 

Honest - I’m an honest person to my family and my girlfriend. 

Entertainment - I like doing entertainment so I dance a lot. 

Reliable - My ol’ girl says that I’m reliable. 

Hardworking - When I play football, I’m hardworking. 

Organized - My room is very organized. 

Optimism - It good to be optimis[tic]. 

Dedicated - You should be dedicated to your child all the time. 
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Fair and honesty is what I think about  

    when [fatherhood] comes to mind. 

Acknowledgment of mistakes and  

    complete honesty is essential. 

Tenderness, but firmness and an open  

    heart, is something one must have. 

How can you [not] overreact when  

    your son comes to you with advice? 

 

Either they will find a father at home,  

    or a father in the streets. 

Regardless of what happens, the  

    youth n[eeds his father].  

 

 

 

 

 

“Honest” 

“Intelligent”  

“Patient” 

“Hardworking” 

“Organized” 

“Powerful” 

 

 

 

“Fairness” 

“Ambitious” 

“Tough” 

“Honest” 

“Enthusiastic” 

“Reliable” 

“Happy” 

“Optimism” 

“Organized” 

“Disciplined” 

“Fascinated” 

“Athletic” 

“Trustworthy” 

“Honest” 

“Excitement” 

“Responsible” 

“Humorous” 

“Opportunity” 

“Open-minded” 

“Determined” 

“Humble” 

“Intelligent” 

“Problem-solver” 

“Hopefully” 

“Organized” 

“Passionate” 

“Help” 

“Inquiring” 

“People” 

“H[ope]” 

“Organized” 

“Playful” 

“Helpful” 

“Is considerate” 

“People” 

“Hungry” 

“Obedience” 

“Parents” 

Faithful - I am a faithful person. 

Awesome - Today [was] awesome. 

Talented - A lot of people tell me I am really talented. 

Humble. 

Energetic. 

Real - That is one thing about me; I am real. 
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“Honest” 

“Important” 

“Problem-solver”  

 

Special Thanks to Wayne Rawlins, Positive Peer Leadership Mentoring Program, Miami-Dade Anti-Gang Strategy 

Initiative; Dr. Debra Pane, Eradicating the School-to-Prison Pipeline Foundation, Inc. (E-SToPP); Miguel Peña, Florida 

International University student; Alyssa Soto-Garcia, FIU Intern; Dr. Heather Pane, Duke University; Crystal Taveras, 

Melissa Camacho, Barry University students; Dr. Gladys Negron, Regional Director, Florida Department of Juvenile 

Justice; Daryl Wolf, Superintendent, Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile Detention Center; Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile 

Detention Center Staff; Morris Copeland, Director, Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department; Miami-Dade Juvenile 

Services Department Prevention Initiative Staff, and Dangerflow. 

 

“Honest” 

“Interested” 

“Productive” 

“Hopefully” 

“Organize” 

“Playful” 

Humorous. 

Inquire [about] new people.  

    and success toward a new future. 

Present [my]self well. 

Honorable – I hope people [will]  

    forgive my past and not see me as bad. 

 
Organize and set my future. 

Proceed on[to] a new future. 

“Happy” 

“Intelligent” 

“Proper” 

“Humorous” 

“Open-minded” 

“Polite” 

Hard work - Hard work will  

    always pay off in the long run. 

Important - I am important to my  

    family. 

Peaceful - Going to the beach is a  

    peaceful moment. 

Happy - I feel happy to see  

    Crystal two weeks in a row. 

Open - You should be open when  

    you feel down. 

Polite - I will always be polite to  

    Crystal. 

“Humorous” 

“Integrates” 

“Patient” 

“Helpful” 

“Outstanding” 

“Positive” 

 

 

 
 

 

“Hardworking” 

“Intelligent” 

“Peaceful” 

“Humble” 

“Organized” 

“Problem-solver” 

“Happy”  

“Organized”  

“Polite” 

 

 

 


