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During the Positive Peer 
Mentoring session at the Miami-
Dade Regional Juvenile Detention 
Center a group of male teenagers 
from Miami-Dade examined the 
topic of marijuana in the United 
States of America and in their 
community. Looking into the 
effects of the substance the young 
men evaluated various ideologies 
from many perspectives. As users, 
parents, students, teenagers, and 
citizens concerned about their 
community, they explored the 
choices available when dealing 
with marijuana, and how their 
choices resonate in their 
neighborhoods, families, and lives. 
The participant’s ideas and 
thoughts are displayed below. 

 

“My message about marijuana is that it should stay 
illegal because if it is made legal, more young kids today 
are [more likely] to start using it and get hooked on it. I 
used to smoke marijuana but I managed to stop to better 
my life and my kid’s life. Using marijuana is . . . bad for 
you because when people use it too much it can cause 
cancer, bad brain cells, incarceration for minor or major 
possessions when all of that can be avoided if you put 
your mind to it and quit. I stopped using because it took 
most of my money that I could have been using for my 
kids or for my family. Now that I stopped I want to help 
others stop so they can see the disadvantage it can cause 
your life.” 
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“To avoid me and my kids to 
start smoking I think they should 
stop selling tobacco products in 
stores and weed rollup. They 
should open more drug 
programs. If a lot of parents step 
up and be parents a lot of kids 
wont be smoking.” 

“I have a goal to stop smoking and 
be successful and become 
something in life marijuana can kill 
you without you knowing become 
something to succeed and many 
things.” 

“I been here since the 27th with 
out using drugs so if I do get out I 
know I can do well when I get out 
for like 9 weeks then if I do I will 
continue to go forward.”  
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“A program or probation will stop us kids from smoking but                                                                           
when we do smoke well when I smoke I’m calm I just chill                                                                                  
layback and relax. Like during school marijuana makes me                                                                                 
focus but most people say its killing brain cells they maybe                                                                               
right but I don’t see it instead of me doing dumb stuff like                                                                             
robbing people I’ll get some marijuana smoke chill with a girl                                                                         
relax. To stop my kids from smoking I’ll keep them in check now days its not like that we need programs 
and stuff. As we’re raising our kids we’ll have that planned that wasn’t planned for us. Marijuana isn’t my 
life I can live without it its not an addiction but I just love how it make me feel and what I do when I’m 
high. I can spend two years without smoking it. I say a program will help because some telling me stop I’ll 
go behind their back but getting drug tested all the time I’ll stop.” 
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“I will like for marijuana to stay 
illegal because when my kids get 
older I won’t like for my kids to 
smoke because I see it have 
some kids out here doing other 
drugs because they be like its not 
enough for them and if they do 
make marijuana legal it not go 
be good because its go be in all 
store that’s when young kids can 
get to it then that that’s when its 
go be really crazy forreal than 
people going to be killing out 
here because it not going to be 
no more money out here for 
them.” 

 Special Thanks to Wayne Rawlins, Positive Peer 
Leadership Mentoring Program, Miami-Dade Anti-Gang 
Strategy Initiative; Dr. Debra Pane, Eradicating the 
School-to-Prison Pipeline Foundation, Inc. (E-SToPP); 
Miguel Peña, Florida International University student; 
Alyssa Soto-Garcia, FIU Intern; Crystal Taveras, Barry 
University student; Dr. Gladys Negron, Regional 
Director, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice; Daryl 
Wolf, Superintendent, Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile 
Detention Center; Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile 
Detention Center Staff; Morris Copeland, Director, 
Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department; Miami-Dade 
Juvenile Services Department Prevention Initiative Staff. 

 

“Weed like every other drug 
may make you feel good for a 
couple of hours but they bring 
great consequences. Those 
consequences are the ones young 
people have to witness in order 
to know just how bad it really is. 
They need to see how it cause 
people to forget things, feel 
agitated, or get real tired real 
fast. What needs to happen is 
they need to have a certain day 
at school where kids get drug 
tested and help the kids that piss 
dirty.  With help from the 
community and opening 
substance abuse programs, kids 
will not only leave those 
negative things alone but be 
ready to make better decisions.”  

“My message about the drug use 

of marijuana are that people that 
uses marijuana make bad choices 
cause your mind don’t be in the 
right place. I say the use of 
marijuana cause accidents and 
bad making choices. But also can 
stop the rate of crimes cause 
when you smoke marijuana it 
slows you down and stops you 
from doing so much. Also the 
use of marijuana may cause 
dropouts of school because the 
bad decision making. Also the 
uses of marijuana is harmful it 
cause cancer so like using 
marijuana is saying you asking 
for death that a bad decision 
making. Also I wouldn’t want 
my kids of my little brother and 
sister growing using cause it is 
addictable and it will cause them 
to make bad choices.” 

“Change our environment, think long term and not just for the moment.” 

 

Next month’s issue will debut as the first JDC 
Newsletter named by its authors. Choose from the 
list of titles suggested by your peers below and 
include your choice with your written composition. 

Equal Justice DJJ Justice                                             
DJJ Say It Ain't Fair                                                    
The Judgment                                                        
Brothers in Need                                                       
Belief                                                                                  
I Have a Dream                                                       
Justice                                                                              
DJJ; Speaking power to truth                                          
DJJ; Having our Say                                           
Message 2013. 

ATTENTION READERS 
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“The advice my mind and heart is telling me is that should legalize marijuana because it has 
different effects on some people. Some people are very calm and don’t do a lot of things they 
usually do plus the crime rate will go down instead of going up but if they would like people to 
stop smoking it would be better you could go to rehab, stay in school, keep yourself occupied, play 
sports. That’s the things you could do to not smoke.” 

“It change the way we think, live, look at the world its 
like people do it to make themselves feel good about 
anything that’s happening in there life its sad really 
seeing people on drugs I just wish god take it all away 
cause its making people sick and making them look 
different. Even me to marijuana is no different from no 
other drug.”  

“Making the right choices can make you 
a lot wiser and a better person in life.” 
“As a criminal as you guys think I am I would legalize 
weed because its on your choice to depend on 
marijuana. I think they should grow it thereself. 

Because you don’t know what they put in it, if the  

government controlled what was in marijuana it would be better for the rectional purpose they use 
it for. I went to a residential program for marijuana and the reason I went was because I choose not 
to stop smoking not cause I was addicted and if I was it is because there is different chemicals in 
the weed, if the marijuana was straight THC I think it would be different because then it would be 
only rectional because its only fun not addicting. I used in school and I had straight A’s and B’s 

and was very active in all activity’s. I’ve never 
robbed anyone for weed like other drugs like 
crack you rob people for it and steal 
everything you can do get it, but marijuana I 

would never steal, kill or rob for it, I think it 

should legalize pure marijuana.” 
 
Thank you, to all the young men that share 
ideas and experiences, that listen to what 
others have to say, and that bravely write their 
thoughts inspiring others to do the same and 
providing a foundation for thinking, 
discussion, and progress.  

 


	Marijuana
	ATTENTION READERS

