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“Happy moments and teary times [leave us] 
heartbroken through the see-[through] lines.  
We share and laugh the moments off until the 
night fall and sounds go off.  The killed and 
injured [bring] morning tears [that] fall with no 
kind of cheeriness.  Why do[es] it have to be so 
crazy in the land of Zion?  Sometimes we do 
things and don’t realize that we have a family 
to love.  Look at it [through their] eyes.  Do you 
want them to be the victim of something you  
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did?  Memories and laughter in the little [one’s] 
eyes.  Tears [not] joy in other eyes.  Part time 
cases [through] the night fall.  When the sun 
rises, it’s a fire brawl. Prayers goes up and 
blessings come down like ‘Ring Around the 
Rosey’ got hit with a frown.  Love and peace we 
have to get, so we can live Scott Free with 
nothing to worry.” 

 

 

 

 

 

This week sixteen young male 
participants from the Miami-
Dade Regional Juvenile 
Detention Center brainstormed 
about how “disrespect and 
disobedience” relate to current 
events, such as 911, the 50th 
anniversary of MLK’s march on 
Washington, the little girl who 
got "brutally killed" (their own 
words) in the neighborhood, 
and the Trayvon Martin case.  
They considered MLK’s desire 
to “instill within [his] people a 
sense of dignity and self-
respect” through nonviolence 
before writing their own poems, 
advice, memories, and thoughts 
about respect.   

 

“Respect is something that 
is earned not given.  You 
earn respect by giving 
respect.  [For] example, 
when you first get to DJJ 
your best bet is to stay 
[quiet] and lay back until 
you get your days up and 
gain time before people 
[will] respect you when 
you try to set the MOD 
[quiet] and try to calm 
people down.” 

“The world we live in 
now is full of disrespect 
and disobedience.  If I 
could change one thing, it 
would probably be 
respect.  Now[a]days, you 
see people talking back to 
old people, robbing them, 
and all types of things 
that aren’t right.  People 
who don’t show respect 
don’t have respect for 
them[selves].” 
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“I think that racism is disrespect.  When we 
[are] walking, we get stopped by the police 
because we [are] Black.  Because we [are] Black, 
they always think we [are] doing something 
because of what other Black people do out here, 
but they don’t understand that we all not the 
same.” 

“I think young [men] and ladies are 
disrespectful because [of] the way they are 
raise[d].  They see how the[ir] older family 
members act [and] they take from what they 
see.  All of the bad things they see can be 
anywhere—home, school, where you are from. 
People [are] always going to see something and 
try it.  [There’s] a lot of disrespect around you. 
What you have to do is learn from the 
disrespect and move on or help the person who 
is being disrespectful.  A lot of times people 
don’t like to be helped [but] when you see the 
person do[es]n’t want help, keep trying [until] 
they do.” 
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Initiative; Dr. Debra Pane, Eradicating the School-to-Prison Pipeline Foundation, Inc. (E-SToPP); Miguel Peña, Florida 
International University student; Alyssa Soto-Garcia, FIU Intern; Crystal Taveras, Barry University student; Dr. 
Gladys Negron, Regional Director, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice; Daryl Wolf, Superintendent, Miami-Dade 
Regional Juvenile Detention Center; Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile Detention Center Staff; Morris Copeland, Director, 
Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department; Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department Prevention Initiative Staff. 

• “All I wish for is that this world would have peace, everyone would get along, all the killing 
would stop, and we would be living in a peaceful world.” 

• “They killed my big homie, ‘Pooch,’ and all he wanted was a coupe.  So tell me, what [am I 
supposed] to do?  Tell them to put the gun down?” 

• “They killed my big homie, ‘Pooch.’  The last thing he told me, ‘Lil bro, you don’t [got] to 
always go out and club.  Sometimes the best thing to do is chill and stack your money up.’  
Ever since then, my mind [has] been somewhere else.  That really messed my life up. ” 

• “Disrespectful people are probably insecure and bitter on the inside.  It’s vital that we be 
respectful because it’s valued in life and it takes you a long way in life.  Disobedience?  
Well, my parents told me ‘a disobedient child feels the wrath of God’.” 

• “I think people go to jail by [trying] to get money to get respect and to get fresh.” 
 

                                       

“I don’t think it is good to disrespect people, 
because in the same way you won’t like no one 
disrespecting you, they won’t like it either.  To 
get respect, you got to give respect by your 
manners, body language, and other ways.” 

“I know that when you respect others, you get a 
long way in life as well as respect in return.” 

“Some people need to respect others like grown 
ups and parents because life is too short.” 

“I think disobedience and disrespect comes 
from your childhood.  If you were raised 
around disobedience and disrespect, you may 
not know about respecting people.  In the 
neighborhood, there is a lot of disrespect.  For 
instance, people shooting while you [are] 
sleeping is a form of disrespect.  Also, loitering 
on people’s property is disrespectful.  In school, 
there is a lot of disrespect and disobedience.  
There are food fights and cursing out teachers 
and staff.  All of these are signs of disrespect.  
Not only are kids disrespectful, many adults are 
disrespectful to their children.  When parents 
curse at a child, that is disrespectful.” 
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