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"The goal of equal rights, equal justice, and equal 
opportunity for every child in America may not have 
been realized yet, but it's still the goal we have to meet in 
order for America to finally live up to its promise."           
-Edleman 

 

On August 21, 2013, a group of 25 
young men in the Miami-Dade 
Juvenile Detention Center 
discussed equal justice. The topic 
was applied to the Trayvon Martin 
case, and the presence or absence 
of equal justice in their 
communities and nation. The idea 
of equal justice was introduced by 
reading an article by Marian 
Wright Edleman published in the 
"Children's Defense Fund Child 
Watch Column." The column 
represented the Martin family’s 
determination to "keep striving 
towards something positive, no 
matter how difficult it seemed." 
Included are responses to the idea 
of equal justice by the young men. 
 

"Today I feel like we should go back and reflect on 
the cause of Trayvon Martin because you know 
that could've been somebody’s uncle or nephew 
walking from the store and all of a sudden some 
male just starts following you because he or she 
[thinks] you’re a convicted felon. But he had no 
right for shooting [Trayvon]. He could've took it 
like if someone was walking - trying get away 
from evil." 

"Equal Justice- My opinion on equal justice is that 
Lady Justice [indicates] a sign of it due to the fact 
[she] was blind folded - meaning no matter what 
color you are or who [you are], justice is justice." 
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"My thoughts about equal justice [are] if 
the whites and blacks get together and 
stop thinking they [are] better than each 
other, everyone will have equal justice.  
Because right now, no one [is] getting 
justice, even the whites, because 
Zimmerman [has] got to always look 
over his shoulder now." 

 
During this month’s Positive Peer 
Mentoring session, a group of 25 
young men in the Miami-Dade 
Juvenile Detention Center 
discussed equal justice. The topic 
was applied to the Trayvon Martin 
case, and the presence or absence 
of equal justice in their 
communities and nation. The idea 
of equal justice was introduced by 
reading an article by Marian 
Wright Edleman published in the 
“Children’s Defense Fund Child 
Watch Column.” The column 
represented the Martin family and 
their determination to “keep 
striving towards something 
positive, no matter how difficult it 
seemed.” Below are the responses 
to the idea of equal justice by the 
young men. 
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 "Stand up for what you 
believe in and when you 
stand up for what you 
believe in, others will 
stand up with you." 

-Edleman   

 

ATTENTION 

"There was no equal 
justice because how did 
Zimmerman feel 
threatened if Trayvon 
only had a bag of 
Skittles and Iced Tea 
Arizona?" 
_____________________ 

"The system is all 
messed up. Trayvon 
Martin didn't have to 
die. George 
Zimmerman was wrong 
about killing Trayvon 
Martin."  
_____________________ 

"There is no equal 
justice. The law is unfair 
and unjust." 
_____________________

 

"I think we should have a 
big meeting about these 
laws, because it's not right. 
You have innocent kids 
doing time for things they 
didn't do, and different race 
kids getting locked up and 
getting back out and that’s 
not fair."  
________________________ 

"I just think we should have 
equal justice."  
________________________ 

"Stop killing the youth. 
Some youth need 
attention." 
________________________ 

"Not everybody looks like a criminal. A skin color doesn't mean anything..." 

 

JDC Readers: Please suggest a name for your newsletter. Currently, we have received: Equal Justice, DJJ Justice, DJJ Say 
It Ain't Fair, and The Judgment. 

Special Thanks to Wayne Rawlins, Positive Peer Leadership Mentoring Program, Miami-Dade Anti-Gang Strategy 
Initiative; Dr. Debra Pane, Eradicating the School-to-Prison Pipeline Foundation, Inc. (E-SToPP); Miguel Peña, FIU 
student; Alyssa Soto-Garcia, FIU Intern; Dr. Gladys Negron, Regional Director, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice; 
Daryl Wolf, Superintendent, Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile Detention Center; Miami-Dade Regional Juvenile 
Detention Center Staff; Morris Copeland, Director, Miami-Dade Juvenile Services Department; Miami-Dade Juvenile 
Services Department Prevention Initiative Staff. 

 

       

 

“To anyone whom it may concern, 

I feel like equal justice should be used for any and everyone who has committed a crime. I 
don't think it was right what George Zimmerman did to Trayvon Martin, but it wouldn't be right if 
we or other people decided to do the same to George. So I say this to say I believe we should sit 
back and let the law take over and do what they are going to do with Zimmerman. 

Thank you.” 
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