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A critical community of practice: a 
group that respects, listens, 
communicates, and establishes an 
empowering culture of thinking. 
The young men participating in the 
Positive Peer Mentoring 
Leadership Program at the Miami-
Dade Regional Juvenile Detention 
Center, along with the music 
group Dangerflow focused on 
expressing the traits of a critical 
community of practice while 
discussing Hip Hop education and 
gang involvement. Dangerflow 
performed several songs and 
explored Hip-Hop education as a 
positive alternative to gang 
involvement with the participants. 
Below are empowering thoughts 
on this topic from the young men. 

“Dangerflow [taught] us to stay out of 
trouble and to just stay positive.” 

“Yes, because I join[ed] the gang life 
at age twelve and I thought it was 
cool but look at me now, locked up 
and might go to county. And I 
thought it was cool, but it’s not, so 
hip- hop education is a positive 
alternative to gang involvement.” 

In your opinion, is “Hip-Hop education” a positive 
alternative to gang involvement? Why or why 
not? 

 “Yes, because it can help people not do bad and do 
what’s right.” 

“Yes, because it puts your mind on something else.” 

“Yes, because I feel like it can help lots of people change 
and also change their lives around.” 

“Es bueno es educacion lo que estan asiendo.” 

“[Yes], because it expresses how we feel, but in music.” 

“Dangerflow taught us about how hip-pop can come in 
different cultures, how music means different things, 
and how different words can stand out.” 

“Rapping is negative to us teens, because of the effect on 
gangs, drugs, sex, alcohol, and many more.” 
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“Hip hop education is a positive 
alternative for troubled youths and 
facilities like this.” 

“Dangerflow - they [are] cool and a good 
inspiration and positive thinking.” 

“Yes, because it sings about good positive 
things.” 

“Hip-hop education is very positive and I 
like [Dangerflow’s] music.” 

“I felt that their program was very 
interesting and helpful.” 

 

DEVELOPING AN EMPOWERING CULTURE OF THINKING 

The following poem was given to us from a 
participant at the session. It is inspired by “having 
pain and letting all your fears go.” 

 

Pain - pain is something that we all go through  

when times get hard and no one to run to      

hurt deep inside wishing someone can hold you  

as days goes by I face my fears                  

thinking about life and all them tears             

what about the innocent who always get killed  

to be come a better man is all in my will but  

pain is something we all feel. 

 

“I mourn the loss of thousands of precious 

lives, but I will not rejoice in the death of one, 

not even an enemy. Returning hate for hate 

multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a 

night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot 

drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate 

cannot drive out hate: only love can do that”  

- Dr. Martin Luther King 
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